Unit 1

Text 1

Who are Hamas?

Hamas has translated its widespread popularity among Palestinians into a dramatic win in the Parliamentary elections.

Its new-found political status does not make it any less controversial, however. Branded a terrorist organisation by Israel, the US and the EU, it is seen by its supporters as a legitimate fighting force defending Palestinians from a brutal military occupation. It is the largest Palestinian militant Islamist organisation, formed in 1987 at the beginning of the first intifada, or Palestinian uprising against Israel's occupation in the West Bank and Gaza. The group's short-term aim has been to drive Israeli forces from the occupied territories, through attacks on Israeli troops and settlers in the Palestinian territories and - more controversially - against civilians in Israel. It insists that the withdrawal of Israeli settlers and troops from Gaza last year was a victory for this policy. It also has a long-term aim of establishing an Islamic state on all of historic Palestine - most of which has been contained within Israel's borders since its creation in 1948.
Since the death of Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat, it has taken part in local elections and won many seats in areas like Gaza, Qalqilya and Nablus. But its biggest triumph follows this week's parliamentary elections, in which the group appears to have won enough seats to form the next Palestinian government. The grass-roots organisation - with a political and a military wing - has an unknown number of active members but tens of thousands of supporters and sympathisers.

Up to 40,000 people rallied in Gaza City in December 2002 to mark Hamas' 15th anniversary where they heard the group's spiritual leader, the late Sheikh Ahmad Yassin, predict Israel's destruction by the year 2025. Huge crowds also took to the streets after his assassination by Israel in 2004 and that of his successor Abdel Aziz al-Rantissi later that year.

Opponent of Oslo

Hamas is divided into two main spheres of operation:
· social programmes like building schools, hospitals and religious institutions

· militant operations carried out by Hamas' underground Izzedine al-Qassam Brigades.

It also has a branch in exile, formerly in Jordan - where one of its leaders, Khalid Meshaal, was the target of a bungled Israeli assassination attempt in 1997. King Hussein tolerated Hamas' presence but his successor, King Abdullah II had the group's headquarters closed down and senior figures expelled to Qatar. Hamas came to prominence after the first intifada as the main Palestinian opponent of the Oslo accords - the US-sponsored peace process that oversaw the gradual and partial removal of Israel's occupation in return for Palestinian guarantees to protect Israeli security. Despite numerous Israeli operations against Hamas and clampdowns by Yasser Arafat's Palestinian National Authority, Hamas found it had an effective power of veto over the process by launching suicide attacks.
In February and March 1996, Hamas carried out several suicide bus bombings, killing nearly 60 Israelis, in retaliation for the assassination in December 1995 of Hamas bomb maker Yahya Ayyash. The bombings were widely credited with turning Israelis off the peace process and bringing about the election of hardline right-winger Binyamin Netanyahu who was a staunch opponent of the Oslo accords.

Growing support

In the post-Oslo world, most particularly following the failure of US President Bill Clinton's Camp David summit in the summer of 2000 and the second intifada which followed shortly thereafter, Hamas gained power and influence as Israel steadily destroyed the infrastructure of the secularist Palestinian Authority. In towns and refugee camps besieged by the Israeli army, Hamas organises clinics and schools which serve Palestinians who feel entirely let down by the corrupt and inefficient PNA. It also summarily executed Palestinian collaborators with Israel and dished out vigilante punishments for "immoral behaviour". Many Palestinians cheered the wave of Hamas suicide attacks (and those of fellow militants Islamic Jihad and the secular al-Aqsa Martyrs Brigade) which followed. Many Palestinians saw "martyrdom" operations as the best way to avenge their own losses and counter Israel's unchecked settlement building in the West Bank. There have been efforts to unite the various Palestinian factions, with Cairo hosting a series of meetings since 2002 to negotiate a suspension of terror attacks. But Hamas has always shied away from signing up to a permanent ceasefire while Israel occupies Palestinian territory and its troops are responsible for the deaths of Palestinians there.

"The killing of civilians must be punished by the killing of civilians," Mahmoud al-Zahhar, a senior member of Hamas, said.
Assassinations

As well as inflicting by far the most casualties on Israelis - with attacks that are generally better-planned and executed than those of other militant groups - Hamas has lost many members of its leadership in Israeli assassinations and security sweeps. Its founder Sheikh Yassin was killed in a missile attack on 22 March 2004, after an unsuccessful attempt on his life six months before.

Following the killing of Sheikh Yassin, Mr Rantissi emerged as Hamas leader in Gaza before he too was assassinated on 17 April 2004. Khaled Meshaal, now based in Syria and Lebanon, is the group's overall leader. Prominent Hamas officials killed by the Israelis include Ismail Abu Shanab, in August 2003, and Izzedine al-Qassam Brigades leader Salah Shehada, in July 2002. Shehada's successor, Mohammad Deif - whom Israel blames for the 1996 bombings - has escaped several attempts on his life. But Hamas attacks on Israel have continued thick and fast, with suicide bombings and armed assaults claiming hundreds of lives. Three Hamas supporters were even convicted of an unsuccessful attempt to poison Israeli diners at a Jerusalem restaurant. On the other hand, the group has shown itself willing to periodically suspend attacks in favour of Palestinian diplomacy, if the group sees fit. "The main aim of the intifada [uprising] is the liberation of the West Bank, Gaza and Jerusalem, and nothing more. We haven't the force to liberate all our land," Mr Rantissi told the BBC in 2002.
"It is forbidden in our religion to give up a part of our land, so we can't recognise Israel at all. But we can accept a truce with them, and we can live side by side and refer all the issues to the coming generations." The suspensions have sometimes - but not always - come to an end when Israeli forces launched their own attacks killing Hamas members.

Facing the electorate

The decision to stand in Palestinian elections has been a major departure for Hamas. Top figures say it reflects the importance of the movement and the need for it to play a role in a failing Palestinian political sphere beset by corruption, inefficiency and lost credibility. It has used Israel's Gaza withdrawal as a campaign platform. However, mainstream groups like Fatah say the move signifies a de facto acceptance of the Oslo accords and recognition of Israel's right to exist - a characterisation that Hamas rejects. But Hamas' armed wing remains the epitome of the "terrorist infrastructure" which the Palestinian Authority is called on to dismantle under the international peace plan known as the roadmap.

Active Vocabulary

dramatic (adj.) – резкий, колоссальный

dramatic win – оглушительная победа

controversial (adj.) – противоречивый

brand (v.) – клеймить, позорить

legitimate (adj.) –  законный

ant. Illegitimate; syn. lawful-unlawful; legal- illegal

militant (adj.) – воинствующий
uprising (n.) – восстание
settler (n.) – поселенец
civilians (n.) – гражданское население

grass-roots – простые люди, широкие массы

spiritual (adj.) – духовный
the late – покойный
to take to the streets – выйти на улицы
successor (n.) – преемник
succeed (v.) – быть преемником
in exile – в ссылке
assassination – политическое убийство

assassination attempt – покушение

tolerate (v.) – относиться терпимо, терпеть

expel (v.) – изгнать; выгнать; исключить (из школы, университета и т.п.)

to come to prominence – стать известным
clampdown (n.) – требовательное, строгое отношение; зажим

suicide (n.) – самоубийство
in retaliation for – в отместку за
to credit with – приписывать кому-либо что-либо

staunch (adj.) – стойкий
secularist (n.) – сторонник отделения церкви от государства

besiege (v.) – осаждать, окружать

summarily – легко
vigilante (adj.) – бдительный
cheer (v.) – приветствовать

martyrdom [                 ] – мученичество

avenge (v.) – мстить

host (v.) – быть хозяином

shy away – отбросить; отшвырнуть

thick and fast – часто повторяющийся и быстрый

truce (n.) – перемирие

beset (v.) – окружать, осаждать; забрасывать

epitome (n.) [                 ] – воплощение, олицетворение

roadmap – дорожная карта
Text 2

Mahmoud Abbas
Mahmoud Abbas, also known as Abu Mazen, was named as chairman of the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) after Yasser Arafat died in November 2004, and in January 2005 he won convincingly in the election for president of the Palestinian Authority. The 69-year-old, was the nominated candidate of the main Palestinian political faction Fatah, and the clear front runner throughout the campaign. He was also the man favoured by the international community and Israel to succeed Arafat. He was the authority's prime minister from May 2003 until his resignation almost four months later. His leadership then was meant to open a new, post-Yasser Arafat, chapter in Israeli-Palestinian relations in which the peace plan known as the roadmap was meant to lead both sides towards resolution.
But, on one side the bitter struggle between Israel and Hamas has left him on the sidelines. On the other, the power struggle with Arafat - who had refused to hand over crucial powers to Mr Abbas - limited his ability to act and took up much of his time. Born in Safed in British Mandate Palestine in 1935, he is one of the few surviving founder members of Fatah - the main political grouping within the PLO. In exile in Qatar during the late 1950s, he helped recruit a group of Palestinians to the cause. They went on to become key figures in the PLO. He co-founded Fatah with Arafat and accompanied him into exile in Jordan, Lebanon and Tunisia. In the early days of the movement, he became respected for his clean and simple living.
Controversial doctorate

A highly intellectual man, Mahmoud Abbas studied law in Egypt before doing a doctorate in Moscow. He is the author of several books. But some Jewish groups have criticised both his doctorate and the resulting book «The Other Side: the Secret Relationship Between Nazism and Zionism» as works of Holocaust denial.
They claim he downplayed the number of victims and accused Jews of collaborating with the Nazis. He denied that charge in an interview with the Israeli daily Haaretz in May 2003.

The Holocaust was a terrible, unforgivable crime against the Jewish nation, a crime against humanity that cannot be accepted by humankind.

"I quoted an argument between historians in which various numbers of casualties were mentioned. One wrote there were 12 million victims and another wrote there were 800,000," he told the newspaper. "I have no desire to argue with the figures. The Holocaust was a terrible, unforgivable crime against the Jewish nation, a crime against humanity that cannot be accepted by humankind," he said.

Oslo architect

Mahmoud Abbas always kept to the background, but also built up a network of powerful contacts that included Arab leaders and heads of intelligence services. This enabled him to become a successful fundraiser for the PLO and to take on an important security role in the early 1970s, before being appointed head of the PLO's department for national and international relations in 1980. Mahmoud Abbas, regarded as a pragmatist, was one of the main initiators of the dialogue with Jewish left-wing and pacifist movements in the 1970s and in the difficult years before negotiations were eventually started between Israel and the Palestinians. Widely regarded as the architect of the Oslo peace process, he accompanied Arafat to the White House in 1993 to sign the Oslo Accords. Referring to the current intifada, Mr Abbas has called for a halt to armed attacks on Israeli targets to avoid giving Israel a pretext to destroy the last vestiges of Palestinian autonomy.

Palestinian return

In the light of his origins in Safed in Galilee - in what is now northern Israel - he is said to hold strong views about the right of return of Palestinian refugees. In the newly-formed Palestinian Authority, Mr Abbas took over the refugee file and pushed for progress on this issue. It is his view that: "Everyone should first be granted the right of return, but then we have to sit down and discuss the details that have to be jointly agreed upon and mutually acceptable to both sides." After a protracted dispute with Arafat, Mr Abbas was named interior minister as well as prime minister of the new Palestinian cabinet. He stood down in September 2003, after a power struggle with Arafat over control of Palestinian security forces.

Active Vocabulary

nominate (v.) – выдвинуть кандидатом

faction (n.) – фракция
front runner – лидер гонки
Palestinian Authority – Администрация (руководство) Палестины
international community – международное сообщество
resign (v.) – уйти в отставку

resignation (n.) – отставка

on the sidelines – в стороне
power struggle – борьба за власть

crucial powers – важнейшие полномочия

cause (n.) – (зд.)  дело

downplay (v.) – занижать цифры, преуменьшать

to accuse smb of smth – обвинять кого-либо в чем-либо

syn. to charge smb with smth

to blame smb with smth

deny (v.) – отрицать
denial (v.) – отрицание
accept (v.) – принимать; соглашаться

mutually acceptable – взаимоприемлемый

casualty (n.) – раненый; убитый

background (n.) – происхождение; связи и окружение; моральный облик

intelligence service – разведывательная служба

fundraiser – собиратель денежных средств

negotiations=talks

accord (n.) – соглашение; согласие
refer to (v.) – ссылать на…; говорить о…

to give a pretext – дать повод
vestige (n.) – остаток; след

refugee (n.) – беженец

protract (v.) – затягивать

interior minister – министр внутренних дел

to stand down=to resign

Exercise 1. Read international words and say what they mean in Russian:
Popularity, dramatic, political, status, terrorist, organization, military, intifada, occupation, territory, attack, policy, historic, triumph, parliamentary, group, grouping, sphere, operations, institution, social, programmer, hospital, religious, institution, leader, tolerant, figure, opponent, sponsor, process, guarantee, effective, veto, suicide, bombing, bomb, summit, infrastructure, organize, immoral, meeting, permanent, planned, based, corruption, campaign, platform, characterization, international, president, prime-minister, resolution, limit, act, recruit, accompany, intellectual, doctorate, author, criticize, resulting, accompany, intellectual, doctorate, author, criticize, resulting, secret, Nazism, Zionism, Holocaust, collaboration, interview, nation, criminal, argument, historians, million, architect, contacts, services, role, department, pragmatist, indicators, dialogue, pacifist, start, autonomy, details, dispute, cabinet, September, control.

Exercise 2. Read and translate Word Combinations:
Widespread popularity; dramatic win; political status; terrorist organization; military occupation; short-term aim; long-term aim; local elections; parliamentary elections; supporters and sympathizers; spiritual leader; take to streets; religious institutions; assassination attempt; to come to prominence; US-sponsored peace process; in return for; to be credited with; to bring about; a hard-line right-winger; a staunch opponent; refugee camps; to gain power and influence; suicide attacks; permanent ceasefire; security sweeps; unsuccessful attempt; armed assaults; to periodically suspend attacks; in favor of; a de facto acceptance of the Oslo accords; political faction; front runner; international community; bitter struggle; crucial powers; to recruit smb to the cause; key figures; to do a doctorate; a terrible, unforgivable crime; to keep to the back ground; intelligence services; a successful fundraiser; to give a pretext; the last vestiges of Palestinian autonomy; to grant the right of…; a protracted dispute; interior minister; to stand down.

Exercise 3. Answer the following questions (comprehension check):

1. Why has Hamas won the Parliamentary elections?

2. Does its new-found political status make it less controversial?

3. What is it branded by Israel, the US and the EU?

4. How do Hamas supporters describe this organization?

5. When was this largest Palestinian militant Islamic organization formed?

6. What has been the group’s short-term aim?

7. What is the group’s long-term aim?

8. What is the biggest triumph of the organization?

9. Is the number of the grass-roots organization’s active members known?

10. How many people rallied in Jaza City to mark Hamas’ 15th anniversary?

11. Who was the group’s spiritual leader?

12. What did he predict in 2002?

13. When was the spiritual leader assassinated?

14. What are the two main spheres of Hamas’ operation?

15. Did King Hussein tolerate Hamas’ presence?

16. What did his successor, King Abdullah II do?

17. When did Hamas come to prominence?

18. In what way could Hamas have an effective power of veto over the process?

19. What contributed to Hamas’ gaining power and influence?

20. What did Hamas do with collaborators with Israel?

21. Why has Hamas always shied away from signing up to a permanent ceasefire?

22. When and how was the founder of Hamas killed?

23. Who was sheikh Yassin’s successor?

24. What were three Hamas supporters convicted of?

25. What is the main aim of the intifada?

26. What decision has been a major departure for Hamas?

27. What has Hamas used as a campaign platform?

28. What remains the epitome of the terrorist infrastructure?

Exercise 4 Fill in the gaps with the correct prepositions if necessary.

1. They resorted … less “conventional” terrorist tactics.

2. The Arab-Israeli conflict cannot be resolved … armed confrontation. 

3. The group has had a mixed history… relations … Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat”s Fatah movement.

4. They were inspired … the Islamic revolution which installed a Shia theocracy …. Power … Iran.

5. Jihad has claimed responsibility … dozens … attacks since the outbreak … the intifada … September 2000, ranging … armed infiltrations of Jewish settlements and ambushes … car bombs and suicide bombings … Israeli buses.

6. The organization emerged … financial backing … Iran  … the early 1980 and began a struggle to drive Israeli troops …. Lebanon.

Exercise 5 Find the English equivalents to the following:

Широкая популярность; террористическая организация; военная оккупация; вывод израильских войск и поселенцев; создать исламское государство; организация широких масс; сторонники и сочувствующие; духовный лидер; огромная толпа; подпольные бригады; покушение; выйти на сцену (стать известным); постепенный и частичный вывод израильских войск; в отместку за…; стойкий (решительный); лагерь беженцев; добиться власти; приостановление террористических атак; уносить сотни жизней; в пользу Палестинской дипломатии; крупный (важный) отправной момент; политическая фракция; фаворит на протяжении всей предвыборной кампании; международное сообщество; открыть новую главу в Израильско-Палестинских отношениях; ожесточенная борьба; затянувшийся спор; неудавшаяся попытка; вооруженное нападение; религиозные институты; взамен на …; фактическое признание соглашений, достигнутых в деле; ключевые фигуры; успешный собиратель денежных средств; победа с большим преимуществом; политический статус; краткосрочная цель; долгосрочная цель; парламентские выборы; выборы в местные органы власти; непростительное преступление.

Exercise 6 Find synonyms to the following words and word combinations:
Convincing win; legal; removal of Israeli settlers; to set up an Islamic state; an advocate; fields of operation; to become known; to stand; to conduct; to result in; to revenge; victims; outstanding; killing; attacks; to be accused of; to stop for some time; uprising; to free; too abandon; to take part in the elections; manifesto; to mean; approved by…; the most important powers; to draw; to slam (fig.); to stop; to give a ground; the minister of home affairs; to resign; to admit.

Exercise 7 Use a prefix to form the antonyms:

Popular; legitimate; known; effective; responsible; successful; acceptable; important; to mantle; limited; forgivable; efficiency; efficient; moral

Dis-                    Un-                               In-

Exercise 8 Form nouns from the verbs:

To translate; to win; to elect; to organize; to initiate; to support; to fight;; to defend; to occupy; to begin; to settle; to withdraw; to establish; to contain; to create; to sympathize; to rally; to predict; to destroy; to assassinate; to divide; to succeed; to operate; to tolerate; to remove; to secure; to fail; to execute; to collaborate; to punish; to respond; to found; to depart; to signify; to recognize; to accept; to decide; to depart; to accuse; to lead; to nominate; to resign; to argue.

Exercise 9 Form adjectives from the verbs:

To spread; to create; to mark; to know; to predict; to destroy; to divide; to succeed; to operate; to tolerate; to remove; to influence; to respond; to poison; to forgive; to accept; to signify; to recognize; to favor; to respect; to criticize; to initiate. 

Exercise 10 Find the other parts of speech. Use a dictionary if necessary. Check the pronunciation.

	Noun
	Verb
	Adjective

	
	
	

	
	translate
	

	popularity
	
	

	
	
	dramatic

	election
	
	

	
	win
	

	
	
	political

	
	
	controversial

	
	
	responsible

	organization
	
	

	supporter
	
	

	
	
	brutal

	occupation
	
	

	uprising
	
	

	settler
	
	

	withdrawal
	
	

	
	establish
	

	creation
	
	

	
	
	unknown

	sympathizer
	
	

	
	contain
	

	
	predict
	

	destruction
	
	

	assassination
	
	

	successor
	
	

	
	divide
	

	operation
	
	

	
	tolerate
	

	removal
	
	

	influence
	
	

	
	
	corrupt

	
	execute
	

	punishment
	
	

	behavior
	
	

	suspension
	
	

	terror
	
	

	founder


	
	

	
	
	successful

	favour
	
	

	
	accept
	

	decision
	
	

	recognition
	
	

	
	nominate
	

	resignation
	
	

	
	respect
	

	
	criticize
	

	
	collaborate
	

	argument
	
	


Exercise 11 Render the following into English, making use of the of the words given below:
Ливан опять в состоянии брожения. Огромные толпы людей несколько суток окружают резиденцию главы правительства и заявляют, что не покинут площадь, если премьер-министр Фуад Сениора не уйдет в  отставку. Оппозиция намерена установить на двух площадях и примыкающих к ним центральных улицах Бейрута тысячи палаток для размещения участников бессрочного антиправительственного митинга.
Все это называют «антикедровой революцией» в противоположность «кедровой революции», которая полтора года назад привела к власти силы, выступающие за ослабление связей с Сирией. Детонатором для тех событий послужило убийство бывшего премьер-министра Ливана Рафика Харири. В этом злодеянии немедленно (и бездоказательно) обвинили Дамаск.

На этот раз причиной вспышки борьбы было навязанное правительству Ливана решение Совета Безопасности ООН о создании Международного суда по Ливану, имеющего явно антисирийский характер. Когда дружественные Дамаску силы во главе с движением «Хезболла» возмутились и начали акции протеста, вновь произошло политическое убийство. И опять антисирийского деятеля Пьера Жмайеля. Явно для того, чтобы направить гнев народа против соседнего дружественного государства.
Однако сбить волну антизападных настроений не удалось. «Хезболла» после победы над израильской армией находится в зените популярности и обоснованно требует, чтобы ее мнение учитывалось в правительстве в большей мере, чем сейчас. Но премьер Фуад Сениора занял оборону и заявил, что митинги не заставят его покинуть свой пост. В Бейрут стянуты подразделения армии и полиции. До сих пор акции протеста проходили без эксцессов. Но в воскресенье в столкновениях противников и сторонников правительства уже раздались выстрелы.

Запад немедленно выступил на стороне тех сил, которые обладают (после прошлогодней «кедровой революции») большинством в парламенте и в правительстве. В Израиле заявили о том, что конфликт в Ливане может привести к новой войне. Идти на прямое вмешательство в дела Ливана западные страны не решаются. Их давление осуществляется в виде «посреднических миссий». И кто занимается этим посредничеством? Ближайшие союзники Израиля – американцы и страны Евросоюза, которые послушно следуют за США. Исключение составляет лишь Франция с ее давними особыми позициями в Ливане и Сирии. Однако и французам ливанская оппозиция не очень доверяет, заявляя, что правительство страны является инструментом в руках американо-французского альянса.
Действия оппозиции – это ответная реакция на вмешательство во внутренние дела Ливана в виде противозаконного создания Советом Безопасности ООН очередного Международного суда. Ни к чему хорошему новая вспышка конфликта не приведет. Надо добиваться снижения напряженности.
И здесь стабилизирующую роль могла бы сыграть наша страна. Ибо Сирия – один из наших надежных союзников, а считающимися «антисирийскими» лидерами Валид Джумблат и Саад Харири – друзья России. Однако МИД РФ опять занимает неопределенную позицию. Глава МИДа Сергей Лавров заявил о недопущении гражданской войны в Ливане и непозволительности конъюнктурных игр вокруг этого конфликта. А что это значит? Понимай как хочешь! Некоторые наблюдатели считают, что РФ по-прежнему тянется в хвосте израильско-американской политики. Нужно занимать активную позицию. Хотя бы такую, которую заняла Франция.
Будем надеяться, что ливанцам хватит ума и без посредников найти такое решение нынешнего кризиса, которое позволит избежать гражданской войны. Она никак не нужна стране, только что подвергшейся разрушительному варварскому вторжению Израиля.
брожение –turmoil; rumblings
примыкающий к – adjoining
кедр – cedar
злодеяние –crime 

гнев – anger
в зените популярности – at the height of one’s popularity
подразделение – unit
занять оборону – to act ( to be, to stand) on the defensive 
эксцесс – excess; outrage
обладать большинством – to enjoy the majority 
послушно – obediently
тянуться в хвосте – to be of the wake of
Unit II

Text 1
Binyamin Netanyahu
Binyamin Netanyahu was one of the most right-wing and controversial leaders in Israel's history. He became the country's youngest prime minister in 1996, but three years later he lost office after defeat at the polls to Labour. He subsequently lost the Likud leadership to Ariel Sharon. Since then, he has made a political comeback, his latest triumph seeing him win back the leadership of Likud after the departure of Mr Sharon, the current Prime Minister, who has formed a new centrist political party. Mr Netanyahu served as foreign minister and finance minister under Mr Sharon, accepting the latter job after the prime minister agreed to give him a free hand in key economic issues. But he resigned from Mr Sharon's cabinet in August 2005, in protest at Israel's planned withdrawal from the Gaza Strip.
Land for peace

Mr Netanyahu's three-year premiership was brief but dramatic.
His election, by the narrowest of margins, represented a major turning point in Israeli politics.
LIFE AND TIMES

1949: Born in Tel Aviv
1967-73: Serves as soldier and commando captain
1984: Becomes ambassador to UN
1988: Enters Knesset and cabinet
1996: Becomes prime minister
1999: Loses election
2002-3: Serves as foreign minister
Feb 2003 to Aug 2005: Serves as finance minister
December 2005: Wins back the leadership of the Likud party
Known as Bibi to his friends and enemies alike, he was the first Israeli leader to be born after the creation of the Jewish state. Politically, he positioned himself to the right of previous leaders of the secular centre-right Likud Party. To his supporters, he came across as young, handsome, energetic, articulate in English and a master of how to handle the Western media. But as prime minister, Mr Netanyahu, who had said he would never compromise on the issue of land for peace, did just that under US pressure. This alienated his supporters on the right. At the same time, he did not bend sufficiently to keep the support of those in Israel who favoured a land-for-peace deal with the Arabs. His critics said a more seasoned politician could have avoided many of the difficulties in the first place. Mr Netanyahu survived rather than prospered, and lost office in May 1999 after he called elections 17 months early.
Life in US
Mr Netanyahu's inexperience reflected his fast rise to power and his long sojourns away from the ruthless and rowdy world of Israeli politics. When he was a teenager, his family moved to the US where he completed his education. Back in Israel, he spent five distinguished years in the army, serving as a captain in an elite commando unit. His brother, Jonathan, became a posthumous hero when he was killed leading a raid against a hijacked airliner in Entebbe, Uganda, in 1976. Out of the military, Mr Netanyahu returned to the US, taking courses at Harvard and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. In 1981, he secured a post in the Israeli embassy in Washington, where his friend and future Israeli Foreign Minister, Moshe Arens, was ambassador. Overnight, Mr Netanyahu's public life was launched. He became a familiar face on US television and an effective advocate of the Israeli cause.
Mr Netanyahu was equally successful in this respect while serving as Israel's ambassador at the United Nations. Only in 1988, when he returned to Israel, did he become involved in domestic politics, winning a seat in the Knesset and becoming deputy foreign minister.
Active Vocabulary

defeat (n.) – поражение
premiership(n.) – премьерство

‘alienate [ei] – отдалять, делать чужим

seasoned – закаленный; умеренный

survive (v.) – выживать

prosper (v.) – процветать

‘sojourn (n.) – временное пребывание

ruthless (adj.) – безжалостный; жестокий

rowdy [au] (adj.) – шумный, буйный

distinguished – безупречный

posthumous [poustjum s] – посмертный
secure (v.) – получать, приобретать

Text 2
Shimon Peres
Despite his status as Israel's elder statesman and an impressive cabinet experience that includes two terms as prime minister, Shimon Peres has never led his Labour party to election victory. He has in the past achieved power in times of political crisis - often as a senior member of a broad coalition government. As Prime Minister Ariel Sharon is being challenged by his own Likud party over plans to withdraw from Gaza, Mr Peres has the opportunity to come into his own again. The 80-year-old Labour leader is a survivor of Israel's turbulent political scene. He lost elections in 1977, 1981, 1984, 1988, and 1996.

However Mr Peres has held numerous cabinet posts over the years - most recently serving as Mr Sharon's foreign minister in the last national unity government, in 2001-2002.
SHIMON PERES

Born 1923 in Poland
Emigrated to British-administered Palestine 1934
Member of parliament since 1959
Has held many cabinet posts since the 1970s - most recently foreign
minister in 2001-2
Prime Minister in 1984 and 1995-1996
Labour leader since June 2003
Never led his party to Labour victory
His greatest successes have come on the international stage, and he was the guiding light behind Israel's first interim peace accord with the PLO in 1993 in Oslo. A high point of Mr Peres' long career came in 1994, when he shared the Nobel Peace Prize in recognition of his role. He first became prime minister in a national unity government in 1984, and took over the top job again after the assassination of Yitzhak Rabin in 1995. In 2000 he failed in his effort to secure the ceremonial post of president, losing to the relatively obscure Moshe Katsav. It seems that he has never convinced a majority of Israelis that he can deliver security along with peace with Israel's neighbours.
Conditions

In June 2003, Mr Peres was elected interim leader of the Labour party, a few months after a crushing election defeat for Labour under Amram Mitzna earlier that year. Since then he has extended a "safety net" in parliament to Prime Minister Sharon, enabling him to pursue a plan to disengage from Gaza and parts of the West Bank in the face of opposition from Likud. However he has set conditions for joining another national unity government - in which he sought the foreign affairs portfolio again, but has been offered and accepted the role of deputy prime minister.
The conditions include negotiations with the Palestinian Authority Palestinian - which Mr Sharon has resisted - and a return to Israel's pre-1967 borders "with some adjustments needed for security and to find a solution for settlers". For a man widely viewed as a dove in the context of Israeli politics, Mr Peres was hawkish on Israel's nuclear programme. He has gone on record as admitting that Israel's nuclear facility at Dimona - the building of which he oversaw - was established as a deterrent, although Israel maintains an official policy of what is known as "ambiguity".
Active Vocabulary

statesman (n.) – государственный деятель

interim (adj.) – временный, промежуточный, предварительный

ceremonial (adj.) – формальный; строго официальный; протокольный

obscure (adj.) – мрачный; непонятный

crushing (adj.) – сокрушительный

crushing defeat – разгром

disengage (v.) – освобождать; высвобождать

dove (n.) – голубь

hawk (n.) – ястреб; хищник

hawkish (adj.) – хищный

oversee (v.) – надзирать; наблюдать; осуществлять надзор

deterrent (n.) – удерживающее средство; средство устрашения

ambiguity (n.) – неясность; двусмысленность; неопределенность
Exercise 1. Read international words and say what they mean in Russian:

Labor, formed, centrist, finance, economic, protest, premiership, dramatic, margins, positioned, energetic, master, compromise, favored, critics, politician, reflected, family, army, captain, elite, commando, brother, hero, raid, airliner, courses, post, public, television, effective, advocate, deputy, context, programme, record, official.

Exercise 2. Read and translate word combinations:

To lose office; defeat at the polls; to make a political comeback; to give smb a free hand; key economic issues; a major turning point; a land-for-peace deal; a posthumous hero; to secure a post; domestic politics; deputy foreign minister; a broad coalition government; a turbulent political scene; a national unity government; the ceremonial post of president; a crushing election defeat; to seek the foreign affairs portfolio; to maintain an official policy; pre –1967 borders.

Exercise 3. Answer the following questions (comprehension check):

1. When did Binyamin Netanyahu become Israel’s youngest primo minister?

2. When did he lose office?

3. Who did he lose the Likud leadership to?

4. What was his latest triumph?

5. What posts did he take under Mr. Sharon?

6. On what condition did Mr. Netanyahu accept the post of finance minister?

7. When and why did he resign from Mr. Sharon’s cabinet?

8. How did he position himself politically?

9. How did he come across to his supporters?

10. What did Mr. Netanyahu do under US pressure?

11. What alienated his supporters on the right?

12. What did his critics say?

13. Where did he complete his education?

14. How many years did he spend in Israil’s army?

15. Where and when was his brother killed?

16. Where did he take courses on returning to the US?

17. When did he secure a post in the Israeli embassy in Washington?

18. Who was Israel’ ambassador then?

19. In what capacity did he serve at the United Nations?

20. When did he become involved in domestic politics?

21. In what cases has Shimon Peres achieved power in the past?

22. In what years did he lose elections?

23. Where and when was he born?

24. What posts has he recently held?

25. Where have his greatest successes come?

26. When and on what occasion did a high point of Mr. Peres’ long career come?

27. Who did be lose the 2000 election to?

28. What has been his role in parliament since June 2003?

29. What do his conditions for joining another national unity government include?

30. What was his attitude to Israel’s nuclear program?

Exercise 4 Fill in the gaps with the correct prepositions if necessary.

… what some are speculating may be an act … revenge … Russia … its $3 billion arms deal … Venezuela's renegade president Hugo Chavez, the United States slapped sanctions … two major arms companies … allegedly illegal arms trading … Iran. The move, dubbed "an unfriendly act" … the Kremlin, was followed … a threat to strip Russia, along … 12 other countries, … trade benefits that it enjoyed … the U.S. Generalized System … Preferences (GSP).
Rosoboronexport, the export agency that was central … the Chavez deal, and the state-owned military airplane plant Sukhoi were effectively embargoed … a July 28 decision that Washington announced …  Friday. The two companies were … seven - others were … India, North Korea, and Cuba - that had allegedly violated the agreement … non-proliferation that banned any cooperation … Iran involving weapons … mass destruction.

Exercise 5 Find the English equivalents to the following:

Один из самых противоречивых лидеров; лишиться поста; поражение на выборах; возвратиться в политику; министр иностранных дел; министр финансов; предоставить полную свободу действий; уход из сектора Газа; трехлетнее премьерство; поворотный момент в политике Израиля; позиционировать себя; «идти на компромисс»; по вопросу «земля за мир»; под давлением США; сторонники справа; более опытный политик; скорее выживать, чем процветать; быстрое восхождение к власти; завершить образование; посмертный герой; угнать самолет; получить пост…; работать послом; внутренняя политика; внушительный опыт работы в правительстве; победа на выборах; во времена политического кризиса; на международной арене; соглашение о временном перемирии; Нобелевская премия; правительство национального единства; большинство израильтян; сокрушительное поражение; натянуть «сетку безопасности»; выдвинуть условия; добиваться портфеля министра иностранных дел; средство устрашения (сдерживания).

Exercise 6 Find synonyms to the following words:

To lose the election; a return; present (adj.); removal; establishment; to deal with; to support; experienced; to do well; rapid; to start public life; internal; election win; to take a post; unknown; temporary; dramatic defeat; to withdraw from; to put forward conditions; to enter a government; to gain power; to seek the post of foreign minister; talks; agreement; to set up.

Exercise 7 Use a prefix to form the antonyms:

Dis-                    Un-                               In-

Known; sufficient; experience; familiar; effective; successful.

Exercise 8 Form nouns from the verbs:

To lose; to lead; to depart; to serve; to agree; to resign; to withdraw; to represent; to create; to support; to withdraw; to create; to support; to articulate; to alienate; to favour; to prosper; to reflect; to secure; to succeed; to impress; to survive; to recognize; to assassinate; to deliver; to disengage; to resist; to adjust; to settle.

Exercise 9 Form adjectives from the verbs:

To accept; to agree; to turn; to create; to articulate; to favour; to prosper; to succeed; to impress; to recognize; to resist; to admit.

Exercise 10 Find the other parts of speech. Use a dictionary if necessary. Check the pronunciation.

	Noun
	Verb
	Adjective

	
	
	controversial

	
	lose
	

	defeat
	
	

	
	
	political

	leadership
	
	

	
	accept
	

	
	agree
	

	
	resign
	

	protest
	
	

	creation
	
	

	
	
	articulate

	critics
	
	

	
	survive
	

	
	prosper
	

	reflect
	
	

	
	complete
	

	
	secure
	

	
	
	familiar

	
	
	impressive

	
	achieve
	

	
	
	turbulent

	
	convince
	

	adjustment
	
	


Exercise 11 Render the following into English, making use the words given below:

Ко всем неприятностям в Ираке добавляются неприятности в Афганистане. Недавно закончившийся саммит НАТО в Риге расценивается как серьезный провал политики США на Ближнем Востоке. По сути дела, Германия, Испания, Италия и Франция подтвердили в Риге свой отказ идти на юг страны, чтобы оказать поддержку англосаксам, а остальные страны НАТО отказались посылать свежие войска в Афганистан. Встреча в Риге, несомненно, послужит сигна​лом для талибов наращивать давление на США и их союзников в Афганистане, а также приведет к усилению активности соседних с Афганистаном стран, которые воспользуются ситуацией, чтобы начать подготовку к тому, чтобы обеспечить свой контроль и влияние в «вакууме», который может образоваться после ухода НАТО.
Подобные прогнозы делаются, исходя из неустойчивости режима Карзая, нарастания активности талибов, коллапса гражданских властей в обширных районах страны, постоянного увеличения производства опиума, за счет которого финансируются не только вооруженные отряды талибов, но и ряд экстремистских исламских групп в Кашмире, государствах Средней Азии, Китае, а также Пакистане, на границе которого с Афганистаном скрываются чеченские сепаратисты.

неприятность – trouble
наращивать – to step up
неустойчивость – instability
скрываться – to hide
Unit III
Text 1

Who are Hezbollah?
Hezbollah - or the Party of God - is a powerful political and military organisation of Shia Muslims in Lebanon.
It emerged with financial backing from Iran in the early 1980s and began a struggle to drive Israeli troops from Lebanon. In May 2000 this aim was achieved, thanks largely to the success of the party's military arm, the Islamic Resistance. In return, the movement, which represents Lebanon's Shia Muslims - the country's single largest community – won the respect of most Lebanese. It now has an important presence in the Lebanese parliament and has built broad support by providing social services and health care. It also has an influential TV station, al-Manar. But, it still has a militia that refuses to demilitarise, despite UN resolution 1559, passed in 2004, which called for the disarming of militias as well as the withdrawal of foreign (i.e about 14,000 Syrian) forces from Lebanon. As long ago as 2000, after Israel's withdrawal, Hezbollah was under pressure to integrate its forces into the Lebanese army and focus on its political and social operations. But, while it capitalised on its political gains, it continued to describe itself as a force of resistance not only for Lebanon, but for the region.
Syria
The Islamic Resistance is still active on the Israel-Lebanon border. Tension is focused on an area known as the Shebaa Farms, although clashes with Israeli troops occur elsewhere. Hezbollah, with broad Lebanese political support, says the Shebaa Farms area is an occupied Lebanese territory - but Israel, backed by the UN, says the farms are on the Syrian side of the border and so are part of the Golan Heights, which Israel has occupied since 1967. Another casus belli cited by Hezbollah is the continued detention of prisoners from Lebanon in Israeli jails. The movement long operated with neighbouring Syria's blessing, protecting its interests in Lebanon and serving as a card for Damascus to play in its own confrontation with Israel over the occupation of the Golan Heights. But the withdrawal of Syrian troops in Lebanon last year - following huge anti-Syrian protests in the wake of Lebanese ex-Prime Minister Rafik Hariri's assassination - changed the balance of power. Hezbollah became the most powerful military force in Lebanon in its own right and increased its political clout, gaining a seat in the Lebanese cabinet.
Analysts say Hezbollah has adopted a cautious policy since the Hariri assassination crisis erupted on 14 February 2005 - an event widely blamed on Syria, but which Damascus has vigorously denied. Hezbollah leaders have continued to profess its support for Syria, while not criticising the Lebanese opposition. They have also stressed Lebanese unity by arguing against "Western interference" in the country.
Starting out
Hezbollah was conceived in 1982 by a group of Muslim clerics after the Israeli invasion of Lebanon. It was close to a contingent of some 2,000 Iranian Revolutionary guards, based in Lebanon's Bekaa Valley, which had been sent to the country to aid the resistance against Israel. Hezbollah was formed primarily to offer resistance to the Israeli occupation. It also dreamed of transforming Lebanon's multi-confessional state into an Iranian-style Islamic state, although this idea was later abandoned in favour of a more inclusive approach that has survived to this day. The party's rhetoric calls for the destruction of the state of Israel. It regards the whole of Palestine as occupied Muslim land and it argues that Israel has no right to exist. The party was long supported by Iran, which provided it with arms and money. 

Passionate and demanding
Hezbollah also adopted the tactic of taking Western hostages, through a number of freelance hostage taking cells. In 1983, militants who went on to join Hezbollah ranks carried out a suicide bombing attack that killed 241 US marines in Beirut. Hezbollah has always sought to further an Islamic way of life. In the early days, its leaders imposed strict codes of Islamic behaviour on towns and villages in the south of the country -a move that was not universally popular with the region's citizens. But the party emphasises that its Islamic vision should not be interpreted as an intention to impose an Islamic society on the Lebanese.

Active Vocabulary
tension (n.) – напряженность
clash (n.) – стычка, столкновение

occur (v.) – происходить, иметь место

casus belli (лат.) – повод для объявления войны

bless (v.) – благословлять
in the wake of – вслед за
cautious (adj.) – осторожный

erupt (v.) – извергаться (о вулкане), прорываться; разрастаться (о кризисе)

vigorous (adj.) – решительный

profess (v.) – открыто заявлять; проповедовать

hostage (n.) – заложник

cell (n.) – ячейка

marine (n.) – солдат морской пехоты

further (v.) – продвигать; содействовать

Text 2

Bush links Hezbollah and 'plot'
US President George W Bush says Hezbollah and alleged UK air plot suspects share a "totalitarian ideology" they are seeking to spread.
Linking their actions with insurgents in Iraq and Afghanistan, he said they all wanted to "establish safe havens from which to attack free nations". Mr Bush said the UK terror plot was a "reminder that terrorists are still plotting attacks to kill our people". He made the comments in his weekly radio address to the American people. 

'Worst attacks yet'
"The terrorists attempt to bring down airplanes full of innocent men, women, and children," Mr Bush said. "They kill civilians and American servicemen in Iraq and Afghanistan, and they deliberately hide behind civilians in Lebanon. They are seeking to spread their totalitarian ideology." Mr Bush said that the alleged terror plot, which UK intelligence services claim involved a plan to destroy US-bound passenger planes using liquid explosives smuggled in drinks bottles, was "further evidence that the terrorists we face are sophisticated, and constantly changing their tactics". US officials say that if the plan had not been foiled, the subsequent attacks would have been the worst since those on Washington and New York on 11 September 2001. Since the 2001 attacks, Mr Bush has said that the US is engaged in a global war on terror. He says that as well as intelligence efforts' to foil terror plots against US civilians, the ongoing military campaigns in Afghanistan and Iraq are part of that same battle, as is Israel's conflict with Lebanon.

Active Vocabulary

insurgent (n.) – повстанец; бунтовщик; мятежник
haven [heI] (n.) – убежище; приют
foil (v.) – расстраивать, срывать планы

Text 3

Sheikh Hassan Nasrallah
Sheikh Hassan Nasrallah, Secretary-General of Hezbollah - or Party of God - has re-positioned the Shia organisation as a major player in Lebanese politics.
Viewed by many Israelis as a terrorist and religious fanatic, Sheikh Nasrallah has become a vastly influential figure in Lebanon. Diplomats and others who have met him describe him as highly intelligent, widely-read and politically astute. Hassan Nasrallah was born in I960 in southern Beirut, one of nine children of a poor grocer. After Lebanon erupted into civil war in 1975, his family fled the city to its ancestral village in the south of the country. As a teenager, he studied both politics and the Koran, spending three years at the Shia seminary in Najaf in Iraq, where he met Sayyad Abbas Musawi, his predecessor as leader of Hezbollah. In 1978, Sheikh Nasrallah was expelled from Iraq and became heavily involved in Lebanese politics, first as a member of the Shia Amal militia, then as the Amal political representative for the Bekaa region.
Praised suicide bombers
He also studied and taught religion at a school founded by Musawi in the Baalbek area.
But Israel's 1982 invasion of Lebanon transformed the situation. Nasrallah and many of his colleagues broke away from Amal, which was being pressured to join a National Salvation Front, which had established relations with Israel. With the formation of a new organisation, Hezbollah, Sheikh Nasrallah concentrated on political work. Hezbollah's military wing is believed to have been behind a large number of deadly attacks, hijackings, kidnappings of Westerners, including Terry Waite, and the bombing of the US Marine barracks in Beirut which killed 241 people in 1983. After Musawi was assassinated by the Israelis in 1992, Sheikh Nasrallah, aged just 32, was elected his successor. Weeks later a suicide bomber killed 29 people and injured 100 more in an attack on the Israeli embassy in the Argentine capital Buenos Aires. Another bombing, of a Jewish community centre in the same city in 1994, killed 85 and injured more than 200. Hezbollah is widely believed to have been involved in these attacks. Sheikh Nasrallah then used a twin-track approach, supporting Hezbollah charities while masterminding the low-intensity war with the Israeli Defence Force which ended with its withdrawal from Lebanon in 2000. More recently, he is believed to have been involved in providing information and intelligence for Palestinian groups. He has praised Palestinian suicide bombers for "creating a deterrence and equalising fear." And, in the months following the assassination of the former Lebanese Prime Minister, Rafik Hariri, in February 2005, Sheikh Nasrallah - who, tellingly, has not called for Lebanon to become an Islamic state - has emerged as an influential arbitrator between the country's many political factions. Sheikh Nasrallah, his wife and their three children, are said to live simply in a poor area of south Beirut. It is said that he has read books written by the former Israeli prime ministers Ariel Sharon and Benjamin Netanyahu. His eldest son, Hadi, became a fighter with Hezbollah, and was killed in 1997 during a fire-fight with Israeli troops in southern Lebanon.
Active Vocabulary

astute (adj.) – хитрый; проницательный
mastermind (v.) – управлять; руководить

fire fight (n.) – перестрелка

suspect (n.) – подозреваемый
Exercise 1. Read international words and say what they mean in Russian:

Financial; Islamic; station; militia; demilitarize; resolution; integrate; focus; region; capitalize; active; protect; card; confrontation; anti-Syrian; balance; analysts; opposition; interference; contingent; interpret; universally; figure; intelligent; concentrate; colleagues; suicide; centre.

Exercise 2. Read and translate word combinations:

Thanks to; financial backing; military arm; social services; health care; to capitalize on; to pass a resolution; political clout; the Golan’ Heights; to blame smth on smb; to adopt a cautious policy; to gain a seat; in the wake of; a balance of power; casus belli; to play a card; Western interference; multi-confessional state; to offer resistance; in favour of; universally popular; freelance hostage taking cells; to impose an Islamic society; a twin-track approach; influential arbitrator; plot suspects; totalitarian ideology; to foil terror plots; a global war on terror; liquid explosives.

Exercise 3. Answer the following questions (comprehension check):

1. What is Hezbollah?

2. When did the organization emerge?

3. Whose financial backing did it emerge with?

4. What was the aim of Hezbollah’s struggle?

5. When was this aim achieved?

6. What is the Islamic Resistance?

7. Why did the movement win the respect of most Lebanese?

8. Does it have an important presence in the Lebanese parliament?

9. What is the name of Hesbollah’s TV station?

10. What did UN resolution 1559 call for?

11. What kind of pressure did Hezbollah’s suffer after Israel’s withdrawal from Lebanon?

12. Where is the Islamic Resistance still active?

13. What area does Hezbollah claim?

14. What is another casus belli cited by Hezbollah?

15. Why did the movement enjoy neighboring Syria’s blessing?

16. What was Syria’s confrontation with Israel over?

17. What changed the balance of power in Lebanon?

18. What resulted in the withdrawal of Syrian troops from Lebanon?

19. Did Hezbollah leaders criticize the Lebanese opposition?

20. Where was Hezbollah conceived in 1982?

21. Where was the contingent of Iranian Revolutionary guards based?

22. What was Hezbollah primarily formed for?

23. What did Hezbollah dream of?

24. What does the party’s rhetoric call for?

25. What support did Iran render to Hezbollah?

26. What tactic of taking Western hostages did Hezbollah adopt?

27. What has Hezbollah always sought?

28. What did its leaders do in the early days?

29. Was that move universally popular?

30. What does the party emphasize nowadays?

31. How can one describe Sheikh Hassan Nasrallah?

32. Where was he born?

33. Why did his family flee to their native village?

34. Where did he study politics and the Koran?

35. When was he expelled from Iraq?

36. Why did Nasrallah and many of his colleagues break away from Amal?

37. When and why was Sheikh Nasrallah elected Secretary – General of Hezbollah?

38. What did Nasrallah’s twin-track approach mean?

39. What did he praise Palestinian suicide bombers for?

40. Did he call for Lebanon to become an Islamic state?

41. What happened to his eldest son?

42. Where did Bush make his comments?

43. What did the terror plot involve?

Exercise 4 Fill in the gaps with the correct prepositions if necessary.

Russian observers downplayed the consequences … the sanctions, but noted significant losses … the nation's military industrial complex. With the sanctions … place for at least two years, the emerging weapons markets … Iraq and Afghanistan would be closed … Russia's defense industry. The sanctions also deal a heavy blow … Rosoboronexport's Super Jet 100. program since 1993. Officially, the reason Russia no longer qualifies … tariff-free export is a World Bank report that upgrades the economic status … a number of countries, including Venezuela and Russia. Russia's recent failure … the WTO talks may be another factor … this decision.
Exercise 5 Find the English equivalents to the following:

Финансовая поддержка; благодаря …; завоевывать уважение; социальное обеспечение; здравоохранение; под давлением; сосредоточиться на; наживать капитал; Голландские высоты; принять резолюцию; взвешенная политика; возложить вину на кого-либо; решительно отрицать; вслед за; баланс власти; повод для объявления войны; не принадлежащий ни к какой партии (действующий на свой страх и риск); вмешательство Запада; оказывать сопротивление; многоконфессиональное государство; в пользу кого-либо; ячейка по захвату заложников; повсюду популярный; влиятельный арбитр; навязывать исламское общество; двойственный подход; подозреваемые в организации заговора; глобальная война с террором; тоталитарная идеология; срывать планы заговоров; жидкие взрывчатые вещества.

Exercise 6 Find synonyms to the following words:

To appear; support; to reach; due to; significant; to adopt; to take place; a prison; to secure a seat (in parliament; cabinet and the like); resolutely; as far back as; mainly; occupation; to give up; to emphasize; mediator.

Exercise 7 Use a prefix to form the antonyms:

Dis-                    Un-                               In-

Important, arm (v.), integrate (v.), known, conceivable, passionate.

Exercise 8 Form nouns from the verbs:

To organize; to emerge; to achieve; to move; to provide; to integrate; to resist; to occur; to detain; to erupt; to oppose; to interfere; to invade; to include; to bomb.

Exercise 9 Form adjectives from the verbs:

To finance; to influence; to resist; to erupt; to invade; to conceive; to include.

Exercise 10 Find the other parts of speech. Use a dictionary if necessary. Check the pronunciation.

	Noun
	Verb
	Adjective

	
	
	financial

	
	
	powerful

	
	emerge
	

	respect
	
	

	
	provide
	influential

	
	demilitarize
	

	
	describe
	

	
	
	active

	
	erupt
	

	
	deny
	

	
	profess
	

	interference
	
	

	
	
	inclusive

	bomber
	
	

	
	information
	

	invasion
	
	

	
	equalize
	

	deterrence
	
	

	
	suspect
	

	
	
	free


Exercise 11 Render the following into English, making use of the words given below:

По сообщениям печати, двухпартийная комиссия, возглавляемая бывшим госсекретарем США Бейкером и видным демократом Гамильтоном, завершила свою работу по выработке рекомендаций для администрации Буша относительно корректировки ее нынешнего курса в регионе Ближнего Востока, в первую очередь в Ираке. В среду комиссия официально представит свой доклад президенту, а также издаст его отдельной брошюрой.

Комиссия после длительных внутренних споров пришла к компромиссу, который некоторые наблюдатели характеризуют как предназначенный в основном для обмана публики. Задача документа состоит в том, чтобы позволить республиканцам продолжать войну в Ираке, а демократам  сделать вид, что они за прекращение этой войны, т.е. учитывают мнение американских избирателей, проголосовавших против политики Буша на недавно прошедших промежуточных выборах в конгресс США.

выработать рекомендации – to work out ( to elaborate) recommendations

предназначенный (для) -  intended (for)
Unit IV

Text 1

Who are Islamic Jihad?
Islamic Jihad may be one of the best known names associated with Palestinian militancy, but it has always been a relatively small and shadowy organization. The group - made up of a handful of loosely affiliated factions divided up into cells - has traditionally concentrated on attacking Israel, eschewing the prominent social, welfare and political role taken on by other Islamist groups like Hamas or the Lebanon's Hezbollah. This is a reflection of Jihad's ideological stance which holds that the Arab-Israeli conflict will only be resolved through armed confrontation. Israel is considered - along with pro-Western, secular Arab regimes - as a manifestation of Western imperialism in the Islamic lands; going into battle against it is therefore the first step to fulfilling the goals of Islam. Jihad has claimed responsibility for dozens of attacks since the outbreak of the intifada in September 2000, ranging from armed infiltrations of Jewish settlements and ambushes to car bombs and suicide bombings on Israeli buses. But Jihad cells have also resorted to less "conventional" terrorist tactics, such as the stoning to death of two 14-year-old boys abducted from a West Bank settlement in May 2001. The most devastating intifada operations have been a car bomb attack against an Israeli bus in June 2002, killing 17 people, and the ambush in Hebron against settlers and Israeli troops on 15 November that left 14 Israelis dead. In all more than 60 Israeli lives have been lost in Jihad attacks during the intifada, with about 40 suicide attackers dying in the process.
Origins

The group, also known as PIJ in the West, was founded by three Palestinian students studying in Egypt in the late 1970s - Fathi Shikaki, Abdul Aziz Odeh and Bashir Moussa. Although Sunni Muslims, they were inspired by the Islamic revolution which installed a Shia theocracy in power in Iran. Booted out of Egypt to Gaza after the assassination of President Sadat by Egyptian Islamist soldiers, the leadership of PIJ began organizing in the Israeli-occupied territories and elsewhere in the early 1980s. Their first successful strike is thought to have been in Gaza, the killing of an Israeli military police captain in August 1987, a few months before the first Palestinian intifada. The following year Shikaki and Odeh were expelled again, this time by the Israeli authorities, to Lebanon - but that did not prevent PIJ from launching a series of bomb and other attacks against Israeli military and civilian targets.
Fighting Oslo

The group has had a mixed history of relations with Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat's Fatah movement. A shared liberation ideology brought them together in an earlier period of the Palestinian revolution - until Mr Arafat renounced the armed struggle against Israel in the late 1980s.

PIJ subsequently did its best to blow Arafat's Oslo peace process off course - conducting some devastating attacks such as the bombing of a military bus stop near Netanya in January 1995 and a suicide nail bomb in Tel Aviv in March 1996. Attacks like this, which killed 19 and 13 Israelis respectively, increased the determination of Israel's then-Labour government to pursue peace.

The attacks also went a long way towards shaking public confidence in Israel, which saw the election of a right-wing government in May 1996 that presided over deadlock in negotiations that the peace process never recovered from. But back in October 1995, while Labor was talking peace with Mr Arafat, Israel's security forces were fighting a ruthless anti-terror campaign, during which Fathi Shikaki was gunned down in Malta by unknown assassins - thought to be working for the Israeli intelligence service Mossad. Leadership of the organization passed to Ramadan Abdullah al-Shallah, whose academic links in the West (he has a doctorate from the University of Durham and had just left a post at the University of South Florida) caused some controversy. Its string of successful attacks have brought PD new support from Palestinians angry over harsh Israeli security measures and Israel's perceived intransigence towards a return to peace talks. It has also grown increasing close to Hamas, as the two groups' methods and long-term goals have converged. Ordinary Palestinians have also come out on to the streets to celebrate Jihad violence visited on Israel, while what is left of the Palestinian Authority has singularly failed to clamp down on the group.
Active Vocabulary
militancy (n.) – воинственность

eschew (n.) – избегать; воздерживаться; остерегаться

resort (v.) – прибегать к 

abduct (v.) – увозить (обманом)

devastating (adj.) – опустошительный; разрушительный

harsh (adj.) – грубый; строгий; суровый; жесткий

perceive (v.) – воспринимать; осознавать 

intransigence (n.) – непримиримость; непреклонность

Text 2

Ministers to meet Muslim leaders
Muslim leaders will be told they must do more to tackle extremism in their communities in a series of meetings with ministers around the UK. The government says it is stepping up efforts to engage with Muslims after last week's terror raids. Communities Secretary Ruth Kelly and ministers from her department and the home office will lead the initiative. Labour MP Sadiq Khan has said people invited to join Muslim working groups felt "let down" by a lack of action.

Speaking last month, he said ministers must prove efforts to tackle extremism were more than just a publicity stunt. 

Obviously in the light of the issues that have happened this week, it is clear that we all need to redouble our efforts

Meg Munn Communities minister
Very few of the 64 measures recommended by the Preventing Extremism Together groups -set up in the wake of last year's London bombings - had been put in place, he complained, creating an "air of despondency". Ms Kelly is keen to show that a "substantial action plan" is already in place - with a new Commission on Integration and Cohesion to be launched this month. She will meet representatives from the newly-established Mosques and Imams National Advisory Board and Forum Against Extremism later on Monday. She will then go on to meet people working with young Muslims and Muslim women. She is expected to stress the need for stronger community action to deter extremists but the meetings will also give imams an opportunity to air their grievances with the government.

'Working together'

Ministers from Ms Kelly's department and the home office will also visit Muslim communities and local authorities in nine cities across the UK from this month. These will include London and Birmingham where most of last week's arrests in connection with the alleged plot to blow up transatlantic airliners took place. Communities minister Meg Munn said: "There is engagement with Muslims on a whole range of recommendations and we are following through on them. Some of these are longer-term issues. "Obviously in the light of the issues that have happened this week, it is clear that we all need to redouble our efforts, both the Muslim community and government. "We are working together on these issues." 

Makeshift explosives
The talks come after Cabinet members condemned an open letter from Muslim leaders calling for a shift in British foreign policy to stop the radicalisation of young Muslims. Meanwhile, police continue to question 23 people over an alleged plot to blow up transatlantic airliners. They also searched a wood in Buckinghamshire overnight. Detectives brought in powerful lights during the night to search King's Wood near High Wycombe in Buckinghamshire, close to the scene of one of last week's arrests. According to BBC home affairs correspondent Daniel Sandford officers were looking for possible signs of makeshift explosives and detonators. Earlier, Home Secretary John Reid said "at least four major plots" have been thwarted since the 7 July 2005 attacks. Asked whether they could have caused a major loss of life, Mr Reid said: "In my view yes, on the information I have received."
'No right'
Mohammed Sarwar, one of three British Muslim MPs who signed the open letter, said action had to be taken to stop young Muslims being targeted by fundamentalists. He told BBC Radio 4's The Westminster Hour: "These fanatics who brainwash these young people and mislead them, we've been demanding that all those people who are distributing hatred literature in universities, in colleges, in front of the mosques, should be dealt with the full authority of law. "They have no right to be in our country." Shadow foreign secretary William Hague told the same programme the vast majority of Muslims in the UK were moderates who needed support from the wider community. "Much of the answer to this lies within our own domestic policy," he said. "We all have to stand four-square with them in confronting this problem and creating a greater sense of cohesion in our own society and a greater shared identity in Britain."
Active Vocabulary

step up (v.) – ускорять; увеличивать
let down (v.) – подводить; покинуть в беде

stunt (n.) – трюк

despondency (n.) – отчаяние; упадок духа

deter (v.) – отпугивать; удерживать (от)

grievance (n.) – обида; повод для неудовольствия

engagement (n.) – обязательство

makeshift (n.) – временное приспособление

thwart (v.) – помешать выполнению; расстраивать (нарушать) планы

Text 3

UK terror threat level downgraded
The terror threat to the UK has been downgraded from "critical" to "severe". Home Secretary John Reid said the change was made because an attack was "highly likely" but not "imminent". The change in the threat level means the ban on taking hand luggage on to flights from the UK has been lifted, although some restrictions remain. Meanwhile, a British Airways flight from Heathrow to New York has been turned back because a mobile phone - banned at the time - was on board. The change in the terror threat level was made by the Joint Terrorism Analysis Centre based on latest intelligence. The threat level was heightened last week amid fears of a possible plot to blow up transatlantic airliners. This prompted a number of arrests on Thursday.
'Serious threat'

Officers are continuing to question 23 people in the inquiry. Mr Reid said although police believe the main suspects in the alleged plot had been arrested, there was still the threat of a terror attack. Speaking at a press conference on Monday, the home secretary warned that "the change in the threat level does not mean that the threat has gone away". He said: "The public needs to know that there may be other people out there who may be planning to attack against the United Kingdom. "That is why there are a number of other security service operations underway. There is still a very serious threat of an attack." Meanwhile, the US Department of Homeland Security has downgraded the threat level for flights from the UK from "code red" to "code orange".

I want to stress that the change in the threat level does not mean that the threat has gone away

John Reid
The UK has been at the highest level of terror threat since police made arrests last Thursday in connection with the alleged plot to use liquid explosives on planes from the UK to the US. But airport operator BAA has urged passengers using Heathrow, Gatwick and Stansted not to bring hand baggage as it gradually phases in the latest changes. It said the new rules on hand luggage will not come into force at all of its seven airports until Tuesday morning. The company says it will need to brief its thousands of security staff, who will not be aware of the change because it was announced overnight. The Department for Transport said passengers would now be allowed to carry one item of hand luggage on to flights, although there would still be some restrictions in place. The department hoped the change would help ease congestion at airports. 

Precautionary measure
Long-term changes to airport security checks outlined by Transport Secretary Douglas Alexander include the following:

· Passengers can choose what to take on to a plane, but any form of liquid, fluid, lotion or gel will be banned. Electronic devices will be permitted but will be thoroughly screened.

· A medium-sized item of hand luggage will be permitted. This bag will be around half the size of luggage previously admitted.

· Searches of passengers and their clothing will be conducted more frequently and are to be carried out by hand or using body scanners.

On Sunday night a British Airways flight was turned back after a mobile phone was heard ringing at the back of the plane.

No one admitted owning the phone so flight BA179 with 217 passengers on board returned to Heathrow as a precautionary measure, prompting BA to apologize for inconvenience, although it said safety was its "number one priority". Before the restrictions were changed, travelers had been told to expect more cancellations and delays at UK airports. Deputy Prime Minister John Prescott visited Stansted airport to see how the security measures were being put into practice. Meanwhile, detectives investigating the alleged plot are conducting a major search for evidence at King's Wood near High Wycombe in Buckinghamshire, near the scene of one of the raids.

Active Vocabulary

imminent (adj.) – надвигающийся; нависший
prompt (v.) – побуждать

inquiry (n.) – расследование; следствие

congestion (n.) – скопление
precautionary (adj.) – предупредительный
Text 4

Baggage advice for UK passengers

The decision to downgrade the UK terrorism threat level from "critical" to "severe" means there have been some changes to security measures at UK airports. Each passenger will now be permitted to carry one item of cabin baggage through the airport security search point. However, airport operator BAA is warning there will be delays in implementing the policy at some of its airports. BAA says the changes will not come into force at Heathrow and Gatwick until Tuesday morning. Stansted is also not due to lift the restrictions until Tuesday, once managers have had the chance to brief all its security staff. In the meantime at those airports, the restrictions on hand luggage put in place last Thursday will remain. Passengers are being advised to go prepared and take clear, plastic bags with them. For those allowed to take hand luggage on board, the dimensions of this item must not exceed a maximum length of 45cm, width of 35cm and depth of 16cm (17.7"xl3.7"x6.2" approx) including wheels, handles, side pockets, etc. Other bags, such as handbags, may be carried within the single item of cabin baggage. All items carried by passengers will be screened by X-ray.
No liquids of any type are permitted through the airport security search point, other than the following items:
· Prescription medicines in liquid form sufficient and essential for the flight (eg diabetic kit), as long as verified as authentic.

· Baby milk and liquid baby food (the contents of each bottle or jar must be tasted by the accompanying passenger).

The definition of liquids includes gels, pastes, lotions, liquid/solid mixtures and the contents of pressurised containers, eg toothpaste, hair gel, drinks, soups, syrups, perfume, deodorant, shaving foam, aerosols etc.
To help their progress through search points, passengers are encouraged not to include items capable of containing liquids (eg bottles, flasks, tubes, cans, plastic containers etc) in their cabin baggage. Large electrical items (eg large hairdryer) must be removed from the bag and placed in a tray so that such items neither obscure nor are obscured by the bag. Pushchairs and walking aids are permitted but must be x-ray screened. Wheelchairs are permitted but must be thoroughly searched. In addition to the above, passengers boardihg flights to the US and items they are carrying, including those acquired after the central screening point, will be subjected to secondary search at the gate. Any liquids discovered will be removed from the passenger. The Department for Transport says it will work closely with operators to introduce these new arrangements, seeking to keep disruption to passengers to a minimum. They say they will keep these measures under review. Some airports not operated by BAA, which is also responsible for Glasgow, Edinburgh, Aberdeen and Southampton, have brought in the new measures, including Manchester and Newcastle. However, a spokeswoman for Newcastle Airport said some passengers were turning up with hand luggage that was too big under the new restrictions. If passengers have any questions on their travel arrangements or security in place at airports, they should contact the airport or their airline.
Active Vocabulary

acquire (v.) – приобретать
turn up (v.) – появляться
Exercise 1. Read international words and say what they mean in Russian:

Associated, traditionally, role, conflict, confrontation, manifestation, imperialism, battle, infiltration, theocracy, campaign, extremism, office, initiative, action, recommendation, fundamentalist, literature, scanner, check, practice, ideology.

Exercise 2. Read and translate word combinations:

Ideological stance; to claim responsibility; “conventional” terrorist tactics; to install in power; to boot out; to renounce the armed struggle; to conduct devastating attacks; to blow off course; a suicide nail bomb; to pursue peace; to shake public confidence; a deadlock in negotiations; security forces; ruthless anti-terror campaign; the Israeli intelligence service; to cause some controversy; harsh security measures; to step up efforts; to lead the initiative; Home office; a lack of despondency; to air their grievances with the government; to give an opportunity; an alleged plot; makeshift explosives; radicalization of young Muslims; a shift in foreign policy; to thwart a plot; in front of the mosques; domestic policy; shadow foreign secretary; to lift the ban; latest intelligence; Home secretary; to be underway; to be aware of; hand luggage; to ease congestion; a precautionary measure; security checks; to apologize for inconvenience; to downgrade the terrorism threat level; to put into practice; to lift the restrictions; to put in place; items capable of containing liquids.

Exercise 3. Answer the following questions (comprehension check):

1. What kind of organization has Islamic Jihad always been?

2. What has the group traditionally concentrate on?

3. What is Jihad’s ideological stance regarding the Arab – Israel conflict?

4. What has Jihad claimed responsibility for?

5. What kind of less “conventional” terrorist tactics has Jihad resorted to?

6. How many Israeli lives have been lost in Jihad attacks during the intifada?

7. When was PYJ group founded?

8. What were the founders of the group who were Sunni Muslims inspired by?

9. Why were the leadership of PYJ  booted out of Egypt?

10. What brought together the Islamic Jihad and Yasser Arafat?

11. What did the group do to blow Arafat’s Oslo peace process off course?

12. What did the group’s attack result in? 

13. What were Israel’s security forces doing while Labour was talking peace with Mr Arafat?

14. What brought PYJ new support from Palestinians?

15. Why has it also grown increasing close to Hamas?

16. What efforts is the government stepping up?

17. What did people invited to join Muslim working groups feel?

18. What created an “air of despondency”?

19. What opportunity will the meeting with young Muslims and Muslim women give?

20. In what cities will ministers from Ms Kelly’s department visit Muslim communities and local authorities?

21. What did the open letter from Muslim leaders call for?

22. What did a British Muslim MP say?

23. Why was the change in the threat level made?

24. What does the change in the threat level mean?

25.  Why has a British Airways flight from Heathrow to New York been turned back?

26. What was the change in the terror threat level based on?

27. What did the Home secretary warn about speaking at a press conference?

28. What has the US Department of Homeland security done?

29. Why won’t the new rules come into force at all airports?

30. What do long-term changes to airport security checks include?

31. What are passengers being advised to do?

32. What liquids are permitted through airport security search points?

33. What does the definition of liquids include?

34. On what condition are pushchairs, walking aids and wheelchairs permitted?

35. What will happen to any liquids discovered?

Exercise 4 Fill in the gaps with the correct prepositions if necessary.

While experts cited … the Russian media estimated that Russia could lose up to $1 billion if it lost its preferential status, it is unclear whether the decision will cause any significant harm. A statement issued … the Ministry … Economic Development said that Russia would not lose a lot, since lucrative commodities like caviar are not included … the preference system anyway.
Still, some speculated that if passed the loss of preferential status … Russian goods would harm the U.S. agriculture sector. "This carries a demonstrative character," – Anton Surikov, a former state official and an expert … both defense and agriculture, told The Moscow News … a telephone interview. Indeed, this and the arms sanctions are not necessarily a single strike … revenge, but aspects … a general tendency … cooling relations between the United States and its former nemesis.
Exercise 5 Find the English equivalents to the following:
Поколебать общественное доверие; идеологическая позиция; бомба смертника, начиненная гвоздями; взять на себя ответственность; привести к власти; силы безопасности; отказаться от вооруженной борьбы; беспощадная анти-террористическая кампания; Израильская разведывательная служба; «общепринятая» тактика террористов; проводить опустошительные налеты; сбить с курса; выдворить; вызвать некоторое противоречие; возвращение к мирным переговорам; тупик в переговорах; жесткие меры безопасности; Министерство внутренних дел; Министр внутренних дел; возглавить инициативу; бездействие; дух отчаяния; рекламный трюк; дать возможность; обсудить свои обиды с правительством; подозреваемый заговор; радикализация молодых мусульман; изменение (сдвиг) во внешней политике; вводить в заблуждение; внутренняя политика; Министр иностранных дел теневого кабинета; последние данные разведки; снять запрет; мера предосторожности; извиниться за причиненное неудобство; вводить в действие; снять ограничения; предметы для содержания жидкостей; инвалидные коляски; атмосфера отчаяния.

Exercise 6 Find synonyms to the following words and word combinations:

To focus on; position; to implement; aim; to set up; attack; to expel; to give up; to shoot; to increase; to create; despair; to emphasize; to blast; negotiations; to radicalize; home policy; to interrogate; investigation; news conference; internal minister; to be effective; baggage; to facilitate; to be allowed; often; to conduct; to posses; besides; to forbid; to appear; evidently.

Exercise 7 Use a prefix to form the antonyms:

Dis-                    Un-                               In-

Arm, convenience, acceptable, admissible, proper, adequate, stable, sufficient, courage, responsible, solve, integration, possible.

Exercise 8 Form nouns from the verbs:

To associate; to affiliate; to divide; to concentrate; to resolve; to confront; to respond; to settle; to found; to inspire; to install; to devastate; to determine; to confide; to converge; to initiate; to invite; to create; to restrict; to cancel; to discover; to choose; to introduce; to arrange; to disrupt; to condemn; to sign.

Exercise 9 Form adjectives from the verbs:

To reflect, to respond, to devastate, to determine, to confide, to perceive, to initiate, to grieve, to explode, to ease, to exclude.

Exercise 10 Find the other parts of speech. Use a dictionary if necessary. Check the pronunciation.

	Noun
	Verb
	Adjective

	militancy
	
	

	shadow
	
	

	
	divide
	

	reflection
	
	

	
	resolve
	

	responsibility
	
	

	
	
	devastating

	
	inspire
	

	
	prevent
	

	determination
	
	

	
	perceive
	

	
	complain
	

	information
	
	

	
	distribute
	

	hatred
	
	

	
	warn
	

	connection
	
	

	explosive
	
	

	cancellation
	
	

	safety
	
	

	
	apologize
	


Exercise 11 Render the following into English,making use of the use given below:

Удержится ли Буш на своих нынешних позициях, однако, достаточно сомнительно. Сейчас в Ираке каждый день погибают порядка 3 тыс. человек. Шииты воюют с суннитами, арабы – с курдами, а все они вместе – с американцами и англичанами. Обстановка в стране с каждым днем ухудшается. Американцам и англичанам уже почти невозможно в дневное время передвигаться по дорогам без риска подвергнуться нападению. Большинство населенных пунктов оккупантами практически не контролируется. Американская штаб-квартира и гарнизон в Багдаде, так называемая зеленая зона, наглухо изолированы от своего иракского окружения и целый день прикрыты барражирующими над ними вертолетами. Иракская армия еще кое-как воюет с повстанцами, что же касается полиции и различных формирований, то днем они изображают лояльность к оккупантам, а по ночам участвуют в нападениях на них.

ухудшаться – to deteriorate

населённый пункт – populated area

оккупант-invader

гарнизон – garrison

формирование (воен.) - unit
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